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Abfira& of Dr. Kippis’s Life of Captain Fames Cook. 
[Continued from page 568, and concluded.} 


A Guu important férvice was performed by Mr. 
Cook while the fleet continued in. the river'St, Lawrence. 
The navigation of that river is exteedingly difficult and hazar- 
dous, It was particularly fo to the Englith, whg-were then in 
a great meafare ftrangérs to this part of Nort Aimerica, and 
who had fio chart, on the correéthefs of which they could de 
pend. It was therefore ordered by the Admiral, that Mr. 
Cook fhould be employed to furvey thofe parts of the river be- 
low Quebec, whith navigators had expetienced to be attended 
with peculiar difficdlty aid danget ; and he executed the bofie 
nefs with the fame diligence and tkill of which he had already 
afforded fo happy a fpecittien. When lie had finifhed the ariders 
taking, his chart of ‘the river St. Lawrence was publifhed, with 
foundings, and direGions fot failing in that river. Of the accu. 
racy and utility of this chart it is fofficient to fay, that it hath 
never fince been found neceflary to publiffi any other. One 
which has appeared in France is Only a copy of Cook’s, on a 
reduced fcale. 

After the expedition at Quebec, Mr: Cook, by warrant from 
Lord Colvill; was appointed on the 22d of September matter 
of the Northumberland man of wat, the fthip in which his 
Lorchhip itaid, in the following winter, as Commodore, with 
the command of a fquadron at Halifax, Here he firlt read Euclid, 
Vow, XI, grt. 4D and 
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and applied himfelf to the ftady of aftronomy and other branches 
of {cjence. The books of which be had the affittance were few in 
namber ; bur his indultry enabled him to fapply many defets, 
and to make a progrefs far feperior to what could be expetted 
from the advantages he enjoyed. 

While Mr. Cook was matter of the Northamberland under 
Lord Colvill, that fhip came to Newfoundland, in September 
1762, to aflift in the recapture of the ifland from the French, 
by the forces under the command of Lieurenant Colonel Ams 
herft. When the ifland was recovered, the Eiiglith fleet ftaid 
fome days ‘at Placentia, in order to put it in a more complete 
ftate of defence. Daring this time Mr. Cook manifefted a 
diligence in farveying the harbour and heights of the place, 
which aerefted the notice of Captain, (now Admiral) Graves, 
Commander of the Antelope, aid Goverdor of Newfoundland. 
The Governor was hence induced to alk Cook a variety of 
queflions, from the aafwers to which he was led to entertaian a 
very favourable opinion of his abilities. This opinion was in« 
creafed, the more be faw of Mr. Cook’s condu&; who, where- 
ever they went, continued to difplay the moft untemitted at- 
tention to every object that related to the knowledge of the 
coaft, and which was calculated) to facilitate the practice of 
navigationn The.efteem.which in Graves had conceived 
for him, was confirmed by the seftimonies to his. character that 
were given by all the officers under whom he,fecved, . 


Io the Jatserend. of 2762 Mrs.Cook returned,to Rogland ; 


and, on the21f of December, in the fame year, married, at 
Barking in Effex, Mifs Elizebeth Batts,.an amiable and de. 
ferving woman, who was. jaitly, entitled to, aad. enjoyed his 
tenderett tepand and affe@ion,. , But his fation in life, and the 
high duties.to which be was called, did not permit him to,par- 
take of matsimonial felicity without many and very long inter- 
ruptions. , 

. Barly in the year of 1763, after the peace with France and 
Spain was concluded, it was determined that Captain Graves 
Miould go out again, as Governor of Newfoundland, As the 
country was very valuable in a commercial view, aad had been 
an objeét of great contention between the Englith and the 
French, the Captain ob:ained an eftablihhment tor the furvey of 
its coafts; which, however, he procured with fome difficulty, 
becaufe the matter was not fufficiently underitood by Govera- 
ment at home, In confidering the execution of the plan, Mr. 
Cook appeared to Captain Graves to be a proper perton tor the 
purpoie ; aod propofals were made to him, to which, notwithe 
itanuing his recent marriage, he readily and prudently acceded. 

Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, he went out with the Captain as forveyor; and 
was fir employed to foryey Miquelon and St. Pierre, which hac 
been ceded py the treaty to the French, who, by order of Ad- 
miniftratiop, were to take poffefiion of them at a certain period, 
even though the Englifh Commander fiould not happen to be 
arrived in the covptry. 

When Captain Graves had reached that part of the world, he 
found there the Governor who had been {ent from France (Moof, 
D’Anjac), with a]l the fetclers and bis own family, on board a 
frigate with fome sranfports. Jt was contrived, however, to 
keep them io that difagreeable fituation for a whole month, 
which was the time taken by Mr. Cook ¢o complete his furyey. 
When the bufinefs was finished, the French were pat into pof- 
feffion of the two iflands, and leit in the quiet enjoyment of them, 
witheyery profefiion of civility. 

At the end of the feafon Mr. Cook returned to England, but 
did pat long continue at home. In the beginning of the year 
1764, his old and canftant friend and patron, Sir Hugh Pallifer, 
was appointed Governor and Commodore of Newfoundland and 
Labradore ; upon which occafipp he was glad to take Mr. 
Cook with him, in the fame capacity that he had {ultained 
under Captain Graves. Indeed, no man could have been found 
who was better qualified for finifhing the defign which had been 
begun in the preceding year. The charts of the coaifs in that 
part of North America were very erroneous ; and it was higily 
neceflary to the trade and navigation of his Majefty’s fubjeQs, 
that new ones fhould be formed, which would be more correct 
and ufeful. 

Accordingly, under the orders of Commodore Pallifer, Mr. 
Cook was appointed, on the 48th of April 1764, Marine'Sar- 
veyor ot Newfoundland and Labradore ; and he had a veflel, 
the Grenville fchooner, to attend him for that perpofe. How 
well he executed his commiflion is known to every man ac- 
quaiated with navigation. The charts which he afterwards 
publithed of the different farveys he had made, reflected great 
credit on his abilities and character, and the utility of them is 
uniserfally acknowledged. It is underftood, that, fo far as 
Newfoundland is concerned, they were ot confiderable fervice 
to the King’s Minifters, in fettling the terms of the laft peace. 
Mr, Cook explored the inland parts of this ifland in a much 
completer manner than had ever been dane before. By pence 
tratipg farther into the middle of the country than any man 
had hitherto attempted, he diicovered feveral large lakes, which 
are indicated upon the general chart. In thete iervices Mr, 


Cook appears to have been employed, .with the intervals of 
4Dz2 occafjonally 
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occafionally returning to Fagland.for the winter feafon, ti!I the 
year 1767, which was the laft time that he went out upon the 
ftation of Marine Surveyor of Newfoundland. . I¢ muft aot be 
omitted, that, while, he occapied this poft, he had an eppor- 
tunity of exhibiting to the Royat Society a proof of his pro- 
Brele in the Rudy of affronomy. , A ihort paper was written by 
im, and inferted in the 57th volume of the | Philofophical 
TranfaGions, entitled, ‘* An Obfervation of an Eclipfe of ‘the 
Sun at the Ifland of Newfoundland, Auguft 5, 1766, with the 
Longitude of the Place of Obfervation dedaced from it.” The 
obferyation was made at one of the Burgeo ifland:, near Cape 
Ray, in latitede 47 deg. 36 min, 29 fec, on the fouth weft ex- 
tremity of - Newfoundland. Mr. Cook’s paper having been 
commonitated by Dr. Bevis co Mr. Witchell, the latter gentle- 
man -compared it with.an obfervation taken at Oxford by the 
Revi. Mr. Hornfby, on the fame eclipfe, and thence computed 
the difference of longitude refpeéting the placesof obfervation, 
making due allowance for the effects of parallax, and the prolate 
fpheroidal figure of the earth. It appears from the ** ‘Tran{- 
actions,” vol. Ivii. p. 215, 216, that our navigator had already 
obtained the chara¢ter of being an able mathematician. 

Mr. Cook continued in the offite of Marine Surveyor on the 
Newfotndland ftation till "he was ‘Called opon by the late Sir 
Edward “Hawke to take the command 6f the Endeavour, the 
fhip which had’ been chofen for ‘the parpofe of carrying out the 
afironomers appointed by the Royal Society to obferve the 


“Tranfit’ of Venus over the Son’s* difk, in 1765. And on this 


account, he was made a Lieutenant in the Navy, 

It does not appear that Cook was' indebted either to friend. 
fhip or intereft for this promotion, but to his own mefit as a fea- 
man’and ah aftronomer, and perhaps alfo to chance, that fricad 
to many! In order to make the expence as light as poffible 
[for the bofinefs happened ata time when cecomomy was much 
talked of, and when, to crown’all; the Prefident of the Royal 
Sotiety was'a Scot, and as ftogal a man as ever came out of 
Stotland}, the’ Royal Society was defirdus of petting a perfon 
appointed ‘to the command of the fhip who was qualified to 
make the ‘obférvation, and willing to accept that command as 


‘a fatisfattion for’ doing it. In ‘contequence of thefe views, 


the’ Society’ had caft their eyes on “Alexander Dalrymple, Efq. 
a’pérfon well qualified for the ctity, bat who had not been 
brought tp in the Royal navy. ‘Fortunately for Cook, there 
was‘at that time 2 profeffional’man at the head of the Admiralty, 
one who poffeffed fo math more of /’¢/prit du corps, than of 
icience and liberality of fentiment for thofe whe were out of 
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it, that he declared he would foffer his right hand to be cut of 


' _ Before he would fign a commiffion which intrufted one of his 
_ Majefty’s thips to the caré of a man, who, as he termed it, had 


not been repalarly bred'a feaman. Very fortanately alfo for 
Mr. Cook, he was (We are forry to fay it) at that time perhaps 
the only mawin his. profeffion whofe Abilities rendered hit ft 
for the emplcyment, and whofe rank was compatible with that 
which the Admiralty meant to confer ; fo that when they be- 
gan'to lookout for the man they wanted, it was f{earce’ polfible 
to mifs him, ‘Soch “appéats to have bees’ the concaténation 


of events. which gave this great Navigator an opportunity of 


exhibiting his farprifing talents. 

Drv Kippis next proceeds to relate the incidents which hap- 
pened during Captain Cook’s voyages round the world = But 
as an account of thefe voyages, As well as of the cireum{lances 
which attended his uhfortanate and’ much lamented death have 
already appeared’ in ‘this’ publication, we fhall ‘conclode this 
article with the jaft and accurate chatatter given of this en- 
terprifing feaman by his judicious biographer: ° . 

It cannot, Ithink, be denied, that genius belonged to Cap. 
tain Cook, in an emisent degree, By geoius I do not bere une 
derftand imagination, merely, or that power of calling the 
flowers of fancy which poetry delights in; but.an inventive 
mind ; a mind full.of refources ; and which, by its owa native 
vigoar, ean fuggeft noble objects of purfuit, and the mof 
effetoal methods of attaining them, This faculty. was pofs 
feffed by our Navigator in its full energy, as.is evident from 
the uncommon fagacity and penetration which he dilcovered 
in a vaft variety of critical and difficul: ficuations, 

To genius, Capt, Cook added applicatioa,, without which 
nothing very waluable or permanent.can be accomplifhed, even 
by the brighteft capacity... For an. unremitting attention to 
whatever rclated to his profellion, he was diftinguithed in early 
life. In every affair that was undertaken by him, his aiiduity 
was without interruption, and without abatemeat, Wherever 
hecame, he fuffered nothing, which was, fit for a feaman to know 
or to practife, to pafs unnoticed, or to eicape his diligence, 

The genius and application of Capt, Cook, were followed by 
alarge extent of knowledge ; a knowledge, which, belides a 
confummate, acquaintance with navigation, compresended a 
number of, other fciences. In this reipedt, the ardour of his 
mind rofe above che difaavantages of a very confined education. 
His progreis in the different branches of the mathematics, and 
particularly in altronomy, became fo eminent, that, at leageb, 
lig was able to take the cad ia making the neceffary obfervations 

of 
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¢Fthing, trikingly. con pt 
the pseicpemnes with wich he Pee ved. the noble objeds to 
which, his. life was devoted, ‘This, indsed, was a mot 
ciipage 4 featare in his “shatafier gt he (carcely ever 
had an equal, apd neyer afuperior, Nothing could divert him 
from she points he aimed at ; and be perfiled in the prc 
fecution. of them, throug didigulties nd obftryétions which 
eaaeee deterred, minds of very rable ftrepgth and 
rmnefs, 

What enabled him to vere in all hig mighty pndertak- 
ings was the i ince Erieate of fis iy OF whe, ta 
fiances without number occur in the accounts af his expeditions ; 
two of which I thalltake the liberty af recalling to the attention 
ot my readers. The fisit is, the undaunted magnapjmity with 
which he profecuted his difcoveries along the whole fouth-eaft 
coaft of New Holland, Surrounded as he was with the greateft 
poflible dangers, arifing from the perpetual fuccefion of rocks, 
fhoajs, and breakers, and having a fhip that was almof fhaken 
to pieces by repeated perils, his vigorous mind had a regard to 
nothing but what he thought was required of him by his duty 
tosbe ‘Public. It will nor be eal to nd. in the hiftory of 
navigation, # parallel example of courageous exertion. The 
other ciscumftance I woald refer to is the boldnels with which, 
in hisfecond: voyage, after he left the Cape of Good Hope, 
he.pufhed forward into unknown feas, and pépeirated through 
innamerable mountains and iflands of ice, in the fearch of a 
fowthern continent. It was like launching iato chaos : all was 
obécurity, al) was darknefs before him; and no event can be 
compared with it, except the failing of Mageihaens trom the 
Straits which bear his name into the Pacifie Ucéan. 

The fortitude of Captain Cook, being founded upon reafon, 
and not epon inftinét, was not an impetuous valour, but ac- 
companied with a complete {elf-pofleffion. He was matter of 
himielf op every trying occafion, and feemed to be the more 
calm and coliecied, the greater was the exigence of the cafe. 
Jo the moft perilous fituations, when our Commander bad given 
the proper cirections concerning what was jo be done while 
he went to reil, he could llcep, during the hours he had allotted 
to himielf, with perfect compoiure and founanels. Pate 


could be a furer indication of am elevated mind ; of a ming 
that 
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He je piney fatisfied with itfelf, and with the méafurés ic 
ad taken, 

To all thefe great qualities, Captatn Codk added ‘the tidtt 
amiable virtues, That it was impoilible for’ any one'to excel 
him in humanity, is ap =< from his treatment of his men 
through all his voyages, atid Froti his ‘Belizviour to the natives 
of the countries which were difcovered by hims . The health, 
the convenience, and, as Far as it could be. admitted, the €n- 
joyment of the feamen, were the Coritant d jedts oF his at= 
tention 3, and. he was anxioufly (olicitous to me the con- 
uaa at ¢ I peritast oe he iter iflands and yr 
he vii ith regard to their chiéveries, he candi 
logieed Kar, and Bierleoksa, @aany olbthiccs which others would 
have fharply. inithed ; and when he was laid under an indii- 
penfable, netelity of proveeting to” any atts of feverity, he 
never exerted chem without feeling much relactance and concern, 

In the private relations of life, Captaii Cook was entitled 
to high mendation. He was excellent as a hutbard and a 
father, ad Ravehe and figady in bis friendthips ; and to this it 
may be added, that he. ed tliat general fobriety and virtue 
oe ery. which w Sica bbl d to oe the be 

curity andornament Of eyéry other moral qualification. 
Sith ihe ginicsh beactolcack aiid hambany of dAfpotiien, 
Captais Cock was occafionally fabjeé to.a haftinefs of temper. 
This, which has been exaggerated by the few (and they ate ine 
deed few who are unfavourable to his memory, is acknow 
by his friends, I¢ is‘mentioned both by Caprain King ana Mr. 
Samwell, in- their delineations of his character, Mrs Hayley, 
in One of his poems, calls Him'the méta Cock ; but, perhaps, 
that is pot the happielt épithet Which could have been ap 
to him, Mere milcnéis can {(Carcely be confidered as the mok 
prominent and diftinAive Yeatare'in the mind of a than, whofe 
powers of uoderitanding and of attion were fy ftrong and ciee 
vated, who had fuch inimenfe difficulties to fruggie with, and 
who mutt frequently ave been called to the firmcit exettions of 


authority and command. 
Lally, Captain Cook was ciftinguithed by a property which 


is almoit univerfally the concomitant of traly greac men, and 
that is, a fimplicity of ‘manners. ‘In converiation he was anaf 
fetied and gnafluming ; rather backward in puthing difcourle 5 
but obliging and communicative in his aniwers to thole whe 
addsclied him. for the purpoies of information. It was not 
poihble that, io a mind conitivuced like his, fach a paltry quality 
as vanity could find an exiftence. 
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The Hiftary of Knowledge, Learninz, aud Tafte, in Great 
Britain, during the Reign of King ‘Henry the Eighth. 
Erem the Year 1509 teases 
“+ * fron che’ New Alontial Regiftét for the Year s87.} 


is ooh 


, (Cantioned from Page 561.) ‘ 


LASSICAE and polite learning ftill continued to be par. 
"J Toéd, thotigh many were diverted from an attention to it 
by the’ ¢ elogea Controverliés of the tinies. Some of thafe 
who Had’ applied thenifelvés to" the cultivation Of ic in’ thé for- 
mer reigns were’ yet living, to whofe names othérs may now'be 
added,‘ Robert” Whittington, Richard Croke, and Leonatd 
Cox, diltnguithed therfelves'as grammatians, ’ Richard Paice, 
Thora? Key, and Sit"Thowias Elyot made foitie figure as éle~ 
gant ftholars ; and Joh? Redman added ro the character of 'a 
divitte; that of pp Mh fl a if promoting ‘the 
ri sega! hd thé Greek and Latin langeage:. ~ : 
Sit Johi Cheke, Sit Thomas Smith, and Roger Afcham now 
began’ teir iluftrious care? ; but ‘the ditingy lebration of 
them ‘beléngs toa foture’ yeahs, wile Bory. of the 
reign Of Henry the eighth,’ with refpedt td polit i lire, was 
Sir ‘Thomas More. ough, atcording to Mr, Huaie, there: 
wad Noman ia (hid dgé Who'had the Jeaft pretéhifGm 18 be ranked 
airiodg “our claffics; "he acknowledged that Sit Thomas fees, 
t6 toate “the ‘nearé® to that charagter ; ‘with aif bid religions 
weaknefies,* he was; "Incecd, one of the préatett orhdmenti of 
iis time, * get erty ne mnie: Seagate youn 
“Te malt ‘Hot be” forgotten that the ‘vilits of Rtafmus to this 
coutitry, andhis thopt tefidence in it, contributed, in foe con- 
fidérable meafute, t6 the promotion both of clafheal and’ theo- 
logical ena iy. The leétures he read, and the emulation 
Re excired, hotwithftanding the violent oppofition which was 
Faifed againft him by folly aud bigotry, jufly entitle him yo be 
ranked among the benefadtors ‘to Englifh litératire. * \" 
Hitlory affumies a’ better dfpe€& than it did in Our faft ‘article 
though itis far from fhioing with any extraordinary degree of 
loftrc, Here Sir Thomas More prefents himfelf again to us, 
bit not in the moft favourable form, His hifory of ihe Yeigns 
Of Edward’ the fifth and Richard the third, is thr from being 
effecmed among the beft of his productions.’ It is i6t, however, 
ift Written. The account of Richard ‘is feffuhfinified ;' and 
the author entered too much into the prejudices of the hou of 
Tuvbr to allow any quatter to Richard the «hird,—The hiitori« 
cal works of Joho Railal, Georgt Lilly, and’ Edinond a! 
litt 
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li¢tle claim to sotice; thoagh Hall is of {ome ufe to the anti- 
quary s by the attention which he pays to. the variations of 
drefs and fafhion.—TIn per{picuity and elegance of ftyle, Poly- 
dore Virgil,.aJearned Italian, who was patronifed by.both the 
Henries, and who fpent the greater part of his life in England, 
far exceeded the writers now. mentioned. | But he is anderftood 
to be defective in the more eflential qualities of an hiftorian, 
being fometitnes erroncous in point of information, and often 
deflitute of candour. Notwithftanding thefe faults, his work 
is of confiderable fervice to the later compilers of our Englifh 
hiftory. 

Scotland produced two hiftorians daring this period, Joha 
Major, and Heétor Boethius, John Major was not fo highly 
favourable to the fabulous aatiquities of his country as Fine 
who have fucceeded him, and he writes as a friend to the liberties 
of the people. His fiyle is ragged and unpleafant; in which 
refpe& he is far exceeded by Boethius, whofe compofition is 
recommended by its elegance. But elegance of language can- 
not make amends for the faults. with which he is juitly charges 
able 5; and which are, an abundance of fabulous ngrration, 
and a credulity that, at prefent, appears highly ridiculous. 

The reign of Henry the eighth was adorned by an antiquary 
of the firft magnitude, on whom the king very properly con- 
ferred the title of Antiquary Royal ; a tide which never yet 
fabfifted..in any other perfon. We meanthe celebrated Joha 
Leland, whofe, merit will evcr be teftified by thofe whoare 
grateful for the prefervation of ancient manufcripts and records, 
who are lovers of biographical knowledge, and who delight in 
the hiftory of literature, To genivs and a great extent of 
learning, he} dined ao affiduity and diligence in his refearches, 
which nothing could efcape, That fuch a man fhould, at 
length, become the viétim of infanity, will be refleded upou 
with concern by every feeling mind. John Bale, who lived 
nearly at the fame time, aod who employed himielf, among 
other things, in biogsaphy, deferves to be mentioned with praite 
wpon that accounts but he can by no means be compared with 
Leland, 

The period we are confidering was not unfruitful with regard 
toa poetic writers. John Skelton had exersed his talents ja this 
refpeét during the preceding reign ; but his chicf compofitions 
belong 10 the time of Henry the eighth. For his olfeaces 
againit decency, he mult be fpokcn of ia the frongest ternis of 
condemoation. It is not futlicient to apologize, tor him, by 
charging .bis coarieacis, ob/cenity, and icurrility on the Mansers 
of ane age; for he exceeded the licentioufnefs of the times, 
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and was cenfured by his contemporaries. His charaeriftie 
veia of hamoar is capricious and extravagant ; his fubjects are 
often ridicalous ; and his matter is fometimes debafed by his 
vetfification. On the whole, his. genius was more adapted to 
low barlefque than to liberal and manly fatire. In a poem of 
a graver kmd, he hath thewn himfelf capable of exhibiting 
allegorical imagery with fome degree of {pirit and dignity ; 
but itis fill the comic vein which predominates. When Skelton 
attempts the higher poetry, he is not long able to fupport the 
dignity of the fabject ; and in his bet: efforts he isa very an- 
equal writer. In a thort ode which was compofed by him, he 
has exhibited a fpecimen of the flraétere and pbrafeology of a 
love fonnet, about the beginning of the fixteenth century. 
For the moft part, when Skelton wrote in any other vein than 
that of fatire and jocularity, he miftook his talents, An anoma- 
lous and motley mode of verfification was prattifed by him, 
of which be is commonly foppofed to have been the author. 
Norwithftanding Skelton’s fcurrility, he was a clafhcal fcholar, 
in which refpeét he has been applauded by Erafmus 3 and his 
elegiacs are a demonttration, that if he had not.been led aftray 
hy his propenfity to the riciclous, he might have thone among 
the firit wrisers of Latin poetry in England, at the general refto- 
ration of literature. 

Moralities fill continved to hold their rank among the prine 
cipal entertamments of the time, and they.were reprefeated by 
diferent bodies of men. When more regolar plays came to be 
compoted, fome of them were: acted at the Inns of Court, 
At chele feminaries,. mafques and interludes were occafionally 
performed, doring feveral fucceeding reigns, ‘Phe firdt initance 
of this kind thats particularly: recorded, occurs in 1527, when 
acomecy, which had been written by John Roos, a icrjeant 
at law, wasreprefeoted in the great hall ot the fociety at Gray’s 
Ino. 

in Henry Howard, earl of Surrey, we come toa poct of a 
charatter far fuperior w that of Skelton, This accomplithed 
nobleman led the way to great improvements in Englith poee 
try, by a happy imitation of Petrarch, and other Italian poets, 
who had excelled ia the pathos and propriety with which they 
had painted the anxieties of love. He ttudicd, with the greatett 
juccets, a critical knowledge of the language of Italy, aad ate 
tained a jett tafle for the peculiar graces of the. fincit com- 
potiticns sn that language. i is poems were in high repatation 
zmong his contemporaries, and continued, for mary years 
ifter, to receive the warmett commendations from various 
writers: butin procef; of timc, though they might be read 

and 
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and admired by a few perfoos, who joined a fpirit of refearch 
toan elegant talle, they became, in general, antiquated and 
forgotten, The earl of Surrey’s fonnets are of various merit, 
and they, are tree. from that metaphyfical cat by waich the 
Italian poets, and efpecially Petrarch, was dilinguithed. In 
his fentimeots the earl is for the molt part natural and unaffected, 
the reafon of which is, that they arife from his own feclings, 
and are dictated by. prefent circumitances. When he copies 
Petrarch, it is in Petrarch's belt manner, when that eminent 
author candefcended to quit his platonic abjtraétions, and to 
write with tendernefs, fimplicity, and nature. Some of the 
ftanzas of lord Surrey approach to the eafe and gallantry of 
Waller, aod exhibit {pecimens of correct verfification, polithed 
language, and. mufical modulation. His talents were adapted 
to defcriptive poetry, and the reprefentations of rural imagery : 
nor was he merely the poet of idlenefs and gallantry ; for 
both natwre and ftudy had capacitated him for rifiag to the 
more foiid and laborious parts of literatare. The fecond and 
fourth books of Virgil’s neid were tranflated by him into 
blank verfe ; and itis remarkable, that this tranfation is the 
firit compofition in blank verfe that occurs in the Eaglifh lan. 
gusce. Icis not folely as a curiofity that itis worthy of notice ; 
the diftion being often poetical, and the verlification varied 
with proper pauies; to which may be added, that without 
deicending toa profaic fervility, the whole is executed with 
great faithfulnefs, Ie wasa noble attempt in the earl of Surrey, 
thus to refcue his native tongue from the perpetual bandage of 
rhyme; and his conduct in this refpect has been highly ap- 
plauded by Roger Afcham. Qn the whole, Surrey, in con- 
fequence of his juitnefs of thought, correctnefs of ityle, and 
purity of expréflion, is entitled to the praife of being the Grit 
Englith claffical poet. 

Another post of this period was fic Thomas Wyat the elder. 
Wyat had the honour of co-operating with the earl of Surrey, 
in correcting the roughnefs of our poeucianguage, But, though 
he itands in a higoer rank than the common veriifiers of his 
age, he was far inferior co that nobleman ia fome of the mat 
important. requifites of beautiful compofition. He was emi- 
nently exceeded by Surrey in harmony of numbers, peripicuity 
of expreflion, and facility of phrafeology ; nor did he attaia 
toshe fame clegance of fentimeat, or write in a muianer fo 
natural and fecling. The real genius of tr Thomas Wyat 
was of the moral and didactic kind ; and his poems are more 
Giltinguifhed by good fenle, fatire, and obfervatioas oa lite, 
than by pathos or imagination. Like tae earl of Surrey, he 

4k 2 was 
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was an imitator of Petrarch’; bat then his imitation had a 
fervility ‘to which the other was a ftranger, and he fometimes 
deigned tobe a mete tranflator of the Italian poets. It was 
from their capricious and over-ftrained invention, that Wyat 
was taoght to torture the paffion of love by intricate com- 
parifone; and annatoral allufions.’ Occafionally, he has touches 
of the penfive, and ftrokes of nature and fimplicity; but thefe 
do not conftitute the afoal charafteriftics of his poetry. 

Sir ‘Thomas Wyat appears in che moft pleafing light, when 
he difplays the happinefs of retirement, and attacks the follies, 
vanities. and vices of a court. ‘This he hath done with the in- 
dignation of a philofopher, and the freedom and pleafantry of 
Hor:ce. There is reafon to regret, from three of his poetical 
epiitles, protefledly written inthis ftrain, that he did not apply 
more to a fpecies of compefition for which he feems to have been 
eminently qéalified, He may juftly be efteemed the firft po- 
lithed Engtith fatirit There was an inviolable friendthip be. 
tween Wyat and Sarrey, arifing perhaps chicfly froma fimi- 
larity of ftudies. Befides adopting the fame principal fubjec&t 
for their poetry (the Paflion of Love), they were alike anxious 
to improve their native tongue, and to attain elegancies of com- 
pofition.~ Both of them employed themfelves~ tm tranflating 
parts of Virgil, and in rendering fcleGt portions of {eriptare 
into Englith verfe. 

Other poets of this reign, and poets too of high rank, were 
Sir Francis Bryant, the friend of Wyat, and an accomplifhed 
courtier; George Boleyo, Vifcount Rochford, brother ~to 
Queen Anne Boleyn ; and Nicholas Lord Vaux, an eminent 
itateiman and foldier.—In Tortel’s colleftion of te poetical 
writings of this period, is found the firftexample that is known 
jn ovr language of the pure and unmixed pafloral. . It is an 
cxample, likewife, of extraordinary merit. In eafe of num- 
ters, elegance of rural allufion, and fimplicity of imagery, there 
is nothing of the kind equal to it io Spenfer, The fame col- 
leétion aftords one of the earlieit inftances of the pointed Eng- 
jith Epigram ; and it is fuppofed with fome degree of proba- 
bility, that it ¢.me from the pen of Sir Thcmas More, Seve- 
yal poems, which were chiefly the pertormance of his youth, 
were written in bis mative torgne. ‘They are now obfolete, and 
are not recommended by any ftriking excellence, What prin- 
cipally renders them worthy to be mcntioned, is their hdving 
been the produdtions of the reftorer of literature in England. 

Mr. Warton, to whote excellent hiltory of Englith poetry we 
are under fuch peceliar obliigaticns, hath brovght to hight 
Nickolas Gnmoald, a name which hitherto had been entirely 
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unknown in the poetical annals of our country. He .was-an 
eminent claffic fcholar, and wrote a Latin tragedy, whieh was 
probably aéted-at Merton-College in Oxford, of which he was 
a fellow. But he:is here noticed on account of his being the 
next Englifh poet after the Earl of Surrey, who wrote in: blank 
verfe. Befides having the honour of being the fecond:perfon 
who adopted this new mode of verfification, he gave to-it ad- 
ditional ftrength, elegance and modalation,. Anridit many 
inftances of thofe diffonancies and.afperities which ftill adhered 
to the general ftate of our ditction, he often approaches, in the 
difpofition and condac&t of his cadencies, to the legitimate 
firu€ture of blank-verfe, as it has fince been improves and per- 
fected. 

Grimoald wrote, likewife, in rhime 3 in which refpeét he is 
inferior to none of his contemporaries, fora maferly choice of 
chae expreffion, and the concife elegencies of didactic verfifi- 
cation. Some of the couplets, ia one of -his productions, have 
the fmartnefs which marks the modern ftyle of fententious 
poeiry. 

(To be continued.) 





Anecdote of his prefent Maje/ty, 


ORD Mansfield, on making a report to the King of the 
trial of Mr. Malowny, a prielt, who was ‘indicted in 
Surrey for celebrating mais, aad performing bis functions, 
of which he was convicted,aud ordered to be fined and long ime 
prifoned ; but ‘Lord Mansfield, with infinite humanity, re- 
marked on the fevere penalty of that obfolete law, and his Ma- 
jefty, with the moft tolerant expreffions of religious philanthropy, 
replied, ** God forbid my Lord, that religious difference in 
opinion fhould fandtion profecution, or admit of one man within 
my realms to faffer unjuilly ; therefore iflue a pardon for Mr. 
Malowny, and fee that he is (ct at liberty.” 











An AN EC. D.O TE. 


. ‘HE. prefent Earl of Salifbary has lately difpofed of the 

very profitable living of Hatfield, in Hertfordthire, in a 

manocr which fhews that hecan enhance the value of a favour, 

by the grace, liberality, and good humovr with which it fhould 

iavasiably be coaferred. Amidit a large convivial party at his 
own 
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own table, where one of the guefts was a favourite clergyman 
he filled a bumper and faide I thal! now give you 434 toait 
the reftor of Hatfield.’ All charged their glaffes, but, when 
the clergyman was on the point of lifting the wine to his lips, 
his noble friend flopped him with a fmile, and remarked, Sir; 
we mutt exclude yex from. our tipling party, as it would be a 
manifeft impropriety to fuffer any perfon to drink his own 
health.” The aflonihhment, the joy, and doubtlefs the per= 
plexity of the new and unexpedcting incumbentof fo rich a bes 
nefice is more eafily imagined than deferibed. 





Anecdote of Lord Chief Fuftice Willes. 


Slang baby from Fleet-market, being to be examined in 

the Coust of Common Pleas, and not anfwering the 
Counfel in a proper manner, was afked a few home quettions by 
the Chief Joftice, which galled him; thinking that his exae 
mination was ended, he was getting down, and growled in a 
manner fo as to be héard :—-** Damme I did not think I come 
here to be queerec by you, old one.”—The Chief Juftice, 
whofe ears were as fharp us his eyes, heard him, and calied ont, 
** fet that witnefs up again! Fellow, fays he, what you fay is 
troe, I am an eld oné, atid {Ometimes fF am arom one, but I'll 
queer you, and ]’ll fend youto quod.”-—-And immediately com- 


mitted him. 





An AWN,E.C DOT & 


Decifive check has been pat in the courfe of the prefent 
term to the facility with which good bails are always to 
to be had in Weftmintter-hall. Let it be remembered, to the 
honour of Lord Mansfield, that he always fet his face againft 
this kind cf bail, and pasticularly when Jews were the perfons 
introduced. Avery little time before Lord Mansfeld retired, 
a Jew was examined before him, touching his fitaation ; the 
man firft fwore himtelf westh one large fum, then another, till 
at lait his Lordfliip got up and faid, ** I think 1 Have indulged 
the gentleman long enough.” ‘* Why tho, my Lord,” (ex- 
claimed the Jew.) ** Why, (faid Lord Mansfield) with what 
face can you pretend to fay that you are worth thislaft men- 
tioned fum of mo ey?” ** ill fhwear it, my Lord,” (ane 
iwered the Jew)—* [know you will, Sir, (anfwered Lord 
Mansfeld) but {won’t let you.” And according)y. his Lorde 
fhip would not admit the Jew to be bail, 
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Epitaph on the Czar Peter the Great, by Chrifopher Hyaii, 
Efquires 
Here under depofited, 
Lies all that coald die of a man immortal, 
PETER ALEXOWITZ, 
It is almoft fuperfleous to add 
Great Emperor of Rujfia; 
A title, 
Which, inftead of adding to his glory, 
Became glorious by his wearing it. 
Let antiquity be domb, 
Nor boat her Alexander pr her Caefar, 
How eafy was victory 
Ta leaders. who were followed by heroes, 
And whole foldiers felt a noble difdain 
Tobe thought lefs brave than their generals ! 
But HE, 

Who in this place Grit knew reff, 
Found fubjects bafe and unactive, 
Unwarlike, unlearned, untractable ; 
Neither covetous of fame, nor eager for danger, 
Creatures with the names of men, 

But with qualities rather brotal than. rational ; 
Yet even thefe 
He polifhed from their native ruggedaefs, 
And breaking out, like anew fun, 

To illuminate the minds of a whole people, 
Difpelled their night of hereditary darkaels 5 
*Till, by force of his invincible inflacace, 
He had taught them to conqyer 
Even the conquerors of Germany, 

Other princes have co:;nmanded victorious armies ; 
This commander created them : 

Bluth, O art! at an heroe wno owed thee nothing. 

Exult, O nature! for thine was this prodigy. 





An’ Account of the Extraordinary Powers of Calculation 6; 
Memary, poffeffzd by a Negro Slave in Maryland, eom- 
municated in a@ Letter from Dr. Rafts of Philadelphia, 
ta a Geutleman of Manchefer. Dated Pbiladelpbia, 
Sept. 255.1788. N 
Aw preparing for the Literary and Philofophical Society of 

] Mancheiter, the hittoty of a negro flave in Maryland, of a 


moik extraordinary memory. At prefentl thal) give you onc 
anec Jote 
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anecdote of the extent and force of this faculty of his mind. 
** Some gentlemen of Philadelphia, in travelling through Mary- 
land, fent for him, on purpofe to know the certainty of tne 
fiories they had heard of him ; and convérfing with him, one 
of them sfked him how many feconds a man of 70 years, and 
fome odd months, weeks and days, had lived ? In a miaute and 
a half he told the number. The gentleman took up his pen, 
and, after calcuiating the fame by means of figures, told him he 
was wrong, and that the number he had declared was too great. 
*« Top, maffe,” faid the flave, ** you forget de leap years.” 
Upon including the feconds contained in the leap years, their 
fums were exaétly thefame, This flave isa native of Africa, 
and can neither read nor write. He multiplied nine figures by 
nine, with the otmoft facility, for the entertainment of another 
company. Ifthe publication of thefe fads, before the hiftory 
of the flaye fhall arrive, can, in any degree, ferve to excite a 
more jult opinion of our African brethren, in order to abolith 
the flave trade, you are welcome to them in their prefent drefs. 
‘The flave isthe property of a Mrs. Coxe. His name is Thomas 
Falles.” 





— 


Anccdetes of Peter the Great. 


HE Czar, excited by natural curiofity, and his love for 
the ferences, took great pleafure in feeing diffeftions and 
chiruargical operations. Jt was him who made thefe arts known 
in Roeffia. He was fo fond of them, that he was informed 
whenever any thing of this kind was going on in the hofpitals, 
or other places in the vicinity of his refidence, and feldom 
failed to be prefent if he hadtime. He frequently leat his 
afiflance, acd had acquired fufficient kill, to diffle& according 
to the reles of art, to bleed, draw teeth, and perform other 
operations, as well as one of the faculty, Ir was an occupation 
in which ke-liked to employ himéfelf for the fake of practice ; 
atd he always carried about with him, befides bis cafe of ma- 
themati¢al infiroments, a pouch well flocked with inflruments 
of: forgery, 

Havieg beard that Mrs. Borft, the wife of a Dutch merchant, 
wiih whem he was well acqasinted, was ill of a dropfy, and 
that fhe wovld not confent io be tapped, which’ was the only 
means of cure left, be went to fee her, prevailed on her to fub- 
mit to the operation, and performed % him/felf, with a great 
cesl of Cexterity. 

The 
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The following day his patient grew better ; but tapping 
having bees 140 Ta déferred, Te died a few days after, aethe 
phyfi aris had prbdebte dnd thé Czar attended at her faieray; 
which was cond uted with’ tach poinp. a erane wed, 

He chee exercifed his Pextérity, with ladgwable Creafi tances, 
on the. wife “of one of his valets-deehambre) who’ Was A ftile 
given to galhirtry, aid whoflé hofband withed t bd avenged. 

Perceivjng the hefband,' whole nanié was Balbiardf,' fitring 

in the’ anti-chtimber with a fad and pédfive countetiance, hé atked 
hind What was the tabfe”of fig forfdw ?—<* Nothing Site,” 
anfwefed” "Balbotarf, ** txtept vtiat my ‘wifd tefiifes ts have & 
sooth diaitn which gives Ber thé molt agonifing pain.” "*¢ Let 
me’ {peak td’her,” replied the Czar, and Fwarrant Pil cure 
her.” . : 
Ele ‘Was imitiediitcly conducted by the hufbind td the dparte 
ment of the’ Tappofed' fick ‘petfon, and made her At dowd that 
hé might exaiine her’ mouth, although fie prote ted that’ tos 
thing ailed her.—** This is the miicpicf,” faid the hufband 3 
** fhe aulways"pfctends net tofoter, when wé willi to give’ber 
eafe, and renews her lameptations as foon as the phylician is 
gone,"=—"** Well, well,” faid the Czar, * fhe thall not fatter 
jong. Do you hold her head and arms.”—Then taking out a 
tooth-jnitrument, he drew, in fpite of ber cries, che tooth which 
he judged to be thé caufe of her eomplaint, with admirable ad- 
drefs and promptitade. 

Hearing a few days after, from fome of the Emprefs’s boufe- 
hold, that nothing had really been che matter with the wotias, 
and* that it wasonly auick of her hufband, he fent for him, 
and, after having made him confefs the whole, chaftifed him 


feverely with his own bands. 


powee Fa 





” as 


IN the cabinct of natural hiflory of the agademy.at Peterf- 
betgh, is préferved, among a number of ancommon animals, 
Litetce, che fayourire doa of the Ruffian monarch, Sse was a 
fmall dua-goloured Italian grey-howad, and very fond of her 
maiter, whom the never quitted but wheh be went out, and thea 
fhe laid herfelf down oh his coach. At his return the fhowed 
her fondnefs by a thoufand carefles, followed him wherever he 
went, and curing his afternoon nap|-y always athis feet. 

A perfon belonging to the court, having excited the anger of 
the Czar, I know mor by what means, was confined in the fort, 
and there was reafon to fuppofe that he would receive the vunilh- 
ment of the knout, on the firit market-day. 

Vou. XU, 311. 4F The 
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The whole court, and the Emprefs herfelf, thought him ins 
nocent, and. confidered the anger of the Czar as exceflive and 
vajuft. Every means was tried to fave him, and the firit op- 

tunity taken to intercede in hisfayour. Bat fo far from 
Peccoodinas it ferved. only to irritate the Emperor the. more, 
who forbad all perfons, even the Emprefs, to {peak: for the pri- 
foner, and above all to prefent any petition on the-fabject, un- 
der pain of incorring his highet di/pleafures 

It was fuppofed that no refource remained to fave the culprit. 
However, thofe who,in concert with the Czarina interelted 
themfelves_ in. his. favour, deviled. the means of prefenting a 
petition, without incurring the penalty of the prohibition. 

They ccmpofed a thort, but pathetic petition in the name of 
Lifette. After having fet forth her uncommon fidelity to her 
matter, the adduced the ftrongeft proofs of the innocence of the 
ptifoner, intreated the Czar to take the matter into confider- 
ation. and. to be propitious to her prayer, by granting him his 
1Derty. 

This tition was tied to. her collar, in fuch a manner as to be 
éafily vifible. 

On the Czar’s return from the Admiralty and Senate, Lifette 
2s ofual came leaping abous-him,s and he perceived the paper, 
folded in the form of a petition.-He took, and readit— 
** What!” faid he, ** Lifette, do, you alfo.prefent, me petitions? 
well, a8 it is the firft time, I grant your prayer.” He immedi- 
ately fént a denchichick so the fort with orders to fet the prie 
foner at liberty, 





“PETER rofe always very early in the morning. even in 
wister at four o’clock. ..Almof immediately after, he received 
reports of public affairs, made a Jight breakfaft, and at fix 
went to the Admiralty, Senaic, &c. After his:dioner, which 
was always at one o’clock, he cook his morning-gowa, and lay 
down to fleep for two hours, on his couch. Atfourhe returned 
to the bufinefs he laid afide in the morning, orexamined what 
he had ordered to be done, 

His table was fraga!, and he loved only plain difhes, fuch as 
foup with four cabbages in it, gruel, pig with four cream for 
fauce, cold roaft meat with pickled cucumbers or falted lemons, 
lampreys, falt meat, ham, and Limburg cheefe, of which, as 
has been feen, he was exceedingly fond. 

Before he fat down to table, he took a little annifeed-water, 
and, after the repaft, drank a kind of Ruffian beer, called 
guafs, Ot elfe Hungarian or red Frénch wine. 

Whenever 
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Whenever he went out in his cartiage, he always carried fome 
cold provifions with him, becaufe he ate‘little at a time, and 
often, Although the Czar. never fupped, the Emprefs always 
fat down to table in the evening with the family. 

Peter never ate fith, becaafe it difagreed with him. ‘On fat 
days, he livedon fruits, pulfe, and paftry. During the laft year 
of his life, he refrained almof entirely from wine, drinking 
little or nothing befides £i/fa/chi/chi, or now and then a litde 
brandy. He unset took to drinking the wines of Cahors 
and Medoo ; but having been ordered hermitage-wine, by his 
phyfician, Mr. Arefkin, on account of a diarrhoea, of which he 
had an attaek, he continued to drink it in preference to all 
others. 

Being one day at dinner at an Englifh merchant’s, of the 
name of Spelman, and drinking there fome excellent wine of 
that kind, he afked if he had a good ftock of it ?—** I have 
40 bottles,’ anfwered Spelman.—** Spare them to me,” faid the 
Czar : ‘* yoo cannot be without other wine equally good to give 
to your guelts,” 

This great man was very gay in company, affable, and an 
enemy to ceremony. Hie liked people of a jovial difpofition, 
but could not bear extravagance. 

When he gave an entertainment, he took great pleafure in 
feeing his gueits in good humour, and drink fairly, even if they 
intoxicated themfelves. On fuch occafions, thofe, who af- 
feéted a kind of fqueamifhnefs, and attempted to flinch, loft his 
good graces, aod, if taken in the fact, were obliged to drink a 
bumper. Difputes or altercations were, in fuch cafes, indiffee 
rent to the Ozar. 

A drunkea general with’ whom he was one day at table, faid 
he had ferved him faithfully, and, in the long enumeration of 
his fervices, particularly infifted on his having conquered a city, 
The Emperor, inftead of replying that he had been well re- 
warded, and had been made a General on that account, fined 
him in three bumpers, which he drank to his Majefty, the 
Generals prefent, and the whole army. This amuted the com- 
pany, and filenced the boaiter. 





— 


Anfwer, by W. Goodden, of Somerton, to Fames Efford’s 
Queftion, inferted September 15. 


UT a = the area of the field, b andc = the ratio of 
the breadth and length; then b+c +a = 1764, 
4 F 2 whofe 








595 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


whofe / +b=84 poles; now the length, of courfe, maf 
be 126, as reqaired. 

*|* We haye received the like anfwer from.J.. Aunger, 
of Lifkeard ; Ts,Liancafter, of, Plymouth; M, Thomas, 
of Eait Coker; R. T. and J. Gooding, of Wafhford, 





Anfwer, by F. Aingerpof Lifkeara, to W. Bakew’s Enignia, ine 
Seried September 29. 


And ftormy #VINDS tempeftuous blow, 
The trobbled ocean knows tio bound, 
White dire Gonfafion’s alt @roand ¢§ 
The veflel tofs’d with every breeze, 
The créw; half frantick, 4dnéw tio eafe 3 
To Heav’h they lift'theit pireous cry, 
The florm abates, relief is nigh. 

*4° We have received, the, like aniwer from J, Wheeler, St. 
Auttell ; D. Robarts, St. Columb ;..W.. Baal, of Blackdown ; 
W. Bonathan, Backfaitleigh 5-Ws» Goodden, Somerton; and 
J. Carter, and R. Galpine, of Bridport, 


\ HEN craggy rocks are clad with fnow, 





4A QUESTION, 6 WH. Hikes, of Old Cleve 


HERE are three numbers, the 1ft and 4d’multiplied 

into the 2d°= 4135 the 2d'and 2d °multiplied into 
the firft = 395; and the rft‘and2d sd gtied ‘iaito the 
3d= 513. What afe thofe numbers ? 





4 REBUS, by W.K. near Taunton. 


F toa fith part of yourfelf is join’d, 
A town in Dorfethhire you'll quickly find. 








4n ANAGRAM by F. Lovibond, of Otrhery. 


N hill tranfpofe, and you'll detect, 
What all at Chiilkmas mult expect ; 
7 Exchange 

















~~ ¢ 


sec) sh(lh 
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Exchange a letter for to know 
What mitigates e’en froft and fnow. _ 





4 CHARADE, 4y an Officer. 


IND SIRS, you'll find my fir to bea fore; 
My next a poet, gents, I think implies : 
My whole contains what guards Britannia’s hore 
Free from infalting, vauntidg’ enemies. 











dn ENIGMAs, 4p Phocion, of Lambert's Cafe Hill, 


HERE, are two. howfes fide. by fide, 
And but a ftreet between, 
Which you will fometimes find in dirt, 
And fometimes find it clean, 


Thele houfés too are compos’d ftrange, 
In make, in fhape, and frame, 

No brick or ftone, nor any beam, 
Do e’ér-compofe the fame. 


A family each of them have, 
Of mortal beings too, 

Which are as ftrange as is their houfe, 
As quickly I thall thew. 


They all have horning heads I vow, 
Yet have no legs to walk ; 

And yet they all do often rua, 
Yet never {peak or talk, 


They often do thefe houfes leave, 
Whene’r their landlord orders ; 

And oft they all are locked in 
Without caufing diforders. 


“hefe hoafes too, tho’ ftrange to tell, 
[ often tranimigrated : 

va, fages, now I beg you'll name, 
he houles I’ve related. 


POETRY. 
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4 Pifture of the Fafbionable Profiigate. 


[From Liberality, or the Decayed Macaroni, a Sentimental Piece. } 


HEN [I firft came to-years of difcretion, 
I took a round fom. from the flocks, 
Jat to keep up a decent facceffion 
Of race-borfes, women, and cocks ; 


Good company always my aim, 

Comme il faut were my cellars and table, 
And freely I afk’d to the fame 

Ev’ry jockey that came to my ftable ; 


No ftripling of fortene I noted 
With a paffion for carding and dice, 
Bat to him I my friendthip devoted, 
And gave him the bett of advice ; 


** To look upon money as trafh, 
** Not play like a pitiful elf, 
** Bat turn all his acres to cath, 
** And fport it as free as myfelf.” 


And as Faro was always my joy, 
I fet up a bank of my own, 
Jot to enter a hobbledehoy, 
And to give him a {mack of the son ; 


In the morning I took him a-hunting, 
At dinner well. plyed with champagne 
At tea gave a leture on punting, 


At midpight on throwing a main ; . 
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His friends too with bumpers I chear’d, 
And in truth fhould have deem’d ita fin, 

To have made, when a ranger appear’d, 
Any {feruple of taking Lim in; 


As I always was kind, and foft-heartéd, 
I took a rich maiden to wife; 

And though in a week we were parted, 
I gave her a penfion for life ; 


My free and humane difpofition 
(ThankHeaven) I ever have fhewn 

To allin a help fefs condition, 
Whole fortunes I’d firt made my own ; 


To ———-———— with whom long ago, 
My friendfhip in childhood began, 

I preferted'a Kandfome roulean, 
When bis ate Thad ‘lackity wor. 


My friends were much pleas’d with the ation, 
But charm’d when I epen’d the door 

To his wife, whomi ‘he lov’d to diftrattion, ° 
But could not fupport any more. 





Sonnet prefixed to a fmali Volume of the Author's Poems. 


F to the world, my child, I, thee fhould give, 
Be fure thy parent’s name thou doft conceal ; 
He not defires in fame’s proud dome to live, 
Content with love and friendthip in the vale, 


Bat if thy verfe meck pity fhould engage, 
If ere thy poverty the haply fcan, 
And fighing o’er thy melancholy page, 
She fays, ** Here breath’d the truly hone man.” 


Oh! fthould the foft-ey’d virgin thed the tear, 
(Tho’ fun clad poetry her aid retufe), 
Thegen’rous prefent do thou far prefer 
To the high dwellings of the enraptur’d mufe. 


Give me this, and Il] fcorn the fevere critic’s rod, 
Tho’ mankind wait his fiat as that of a god. 
AVON. 
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To the Ghof of Doctor Fabn/aue 
— ‘pabbgyrit, or the \farterer’s breath, 
d ear of the deftroyer death, 


Charm theco 
To caft thee op.again, with all thy merit, 
I would fay, ** Ref, mi periariey Spirit.” 
For tho’ a gep’rous publick may, forgive 
Thy pedant pride, and bid, the eflayift live.; 
And tho’ the murderer’s arm may be forgot, 
Who wond’rous Milton’s tow’rigg, eagle fhot ; 
All muft remember when, with madnefs wild, 
Thou aim’ft a dart at ‘* natare’s darling child”, 
And ftain’d, with facrilegious hand, the page, 
Of godlike Shakefpear, in thy frantic rage ; 
When ticki’d with the whittling of a name, 
More vain than him of Ephefus for fame ¢ 
‘Thou borft the manfjons of the,facred dead, 
To ftrip the laurel from his reverend head, 
Prefamptuous wretch! genias willever guard 
His wreath.immoztal, worn by Heayen’siaward ; 
Time will add verdure to the hongurd crows, 
And poetry with joy the fov’reign own, ' 
AVON. 








SONNET FROM .MARING, 


HOU gentle fon of filence and of night, 
Father of fancy’s bright ideal train! 
Sleep, by whofe pathlefs foottteps gliding light, 
Eaamour’d fouls their love’s high Heaven obtain : 


Now that, deep funk beneath thy friendly thade, 
All hearts but mine-are io thy hands confia’d, 
Quit thy Cimmerian grots, too truly made 
The dark sefemblance of my gloomy mind ; 


Come, with thy calm oblivion to my aid, 
And with thee bring the image of the maid, 
Whole fight alone fo loft awretchcan fave 5 
Butit that form my lumber: may not blefs, 
Yet fly not thow! that I may ftill poffefs 
At leaf the image of that death Lerave ! 
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